THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

Matilda's Ben should addict himself to such courses
as he is pursuing. If he should be guilty of any
atrocious crime, that would effect his life, he might
be given up to the civil authority for trial; but for
such offences as most of his color are guilty of, you
had better try further correction, accompanied with
admonition and advice. The two latter sometimes
succeed where the first has failed. He, his father
and mother (who I dare say are his receivers) may
be told in explicit language, that if a stop is not put
to his rogueries and other villainies, by fair means
and shortly, that I will ship him off (as I did Wag-
oner Jack) for the West Indies, where he will have
no opportunity of playing such pranks as he is at
present engaged in."

It is interesting to note, in connection with this
conclusion, that "admonition and advice" were able
to do what " correction" sometimes failed to achieve,
that there is not a single order to whip, and that the
above case, and that which follows, are the only
known cases where punishment was approved.
"The correction you gave Ben, for his assault on
Sambo, was just and proper. It is my earnest de-
sire that quarrels may be stopped or punishment of
both parties follow, unless it shall appear clearly,
that one only is to blame, and the other forced into
[a quarrel] from self-defence/' In one other in-
stance Washington wrote, " If Isaac had his deserts
he would receive a severe punishment for the house,
tools and seasoned stuff, which has been burned
by his carelessness." But instead of ordering the
"deserts" he continued, "I wish you to inform him,e from the West Indies/' Sometimes only
